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Natalia Vysotska,
Kiyiv National Linguistic University, Ukraine
Wings Fluttering on the Screen: (Counter)Orientalist Discourse in M.Butterfly (USA) and The Butterfly Kiss (Russia) 

According to Edward Said’s seminal concept, Orient is one of Europe’s dearest and most recurring images of the Other. Concurrently, in (Western) patriarchal society this function was originally assigned to woman (S. de Beauvoir). In the course of Orientalist discourse formation (late 19th – early 20th cc.) both avatars of the Other merged in the character of submissive and devoted Eastern woman (Puccini’s Madama Butterfly). The paper sets out to explore strategies deployed for the purpose of capitalizing upon and/or discrediting this ideological and esthetic configuration in the movies M.Butterfly (USA, 1993, film version of Asian-American D.H.Hwang’s play) and The Butterfly Kiss (Russia, 2006).
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